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The episode impressed foreign opinion in much the same
way as the general strike had done. It illustrated the remarkable
stability and quietness of the British people when confronted
with an event which would in most other countries have caused
a grave disturbance. Many said at the time that the dignity of
the British monarchy had been seriously impaired and that it
would never be the same again. But it was not so. The incident
affected no one but King Edward. In a few months all was
exactly as if George VI had succeeded George V without a gap
between them.

Neville Chamberlain. In 1937 Baldwin retired on account of
failing health and was succeeded by Neville Chamberlain. At
last a member of this remarkable family had reached the premier-
ship. His father might well have been selected as prime minister
in 1902 and his elder brother was nearly chosen as leader of the
Conservative party instead of Bonar Law in 1911. Neville
Chamberlain, like his father, had devoted the prime of his life
to business and to Birmingham, entering parliament in 1918 at
the age of forty-nine. He had distinguished himself as Minister
of Health in the 1924-9 government and as Chancellor of the
Exchequer from 1931 onwards. His interests were in social
reform, but he was fated to devote practically all his attention
as prime minister to foreign policy.

We have already entered the years containing the events
leading up to the second great war, though excluding the events
themselves from this chapter. It is worth while remarking on
one big contrast between the years before 1914 and the years
before 1939. In the years before 1914 Britain was suffering from
a variety of domestic convulsions, Commons versus Lords,
Unionists versus Home Rulers, labour versus capital, and even
women versus men. These conflicts monopolized attention and
the first great war came to most people as a surprise. The years
before 1939, once the worst of the great slump was over, were
years of almost unruffled calm at home. Attention concentrated
on the Nazi menace, and the second great war was seen for
several years to be visibly drawing nearer and nearer.